|y 920570 |

i]ik]¢

GO 38

HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WasrivaToN, DC, § June 1970

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

X 9w Owx % %

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and
act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by the
Department of the Army in the name of Congress to:

Sergeant Allen J. Lynch, (then Specialist Four), United
* States Army, who distinguished himself on 15 December 1967 while serving *
as 4 radiotelephone operator with Company D, 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 12th
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), in Binh Dinh Province, Republic
of Vietnam. While serving in the forward element on an operation near the
village of My An (2), his unit became heavily engaged with a numerically
superior enemy force. Quickly and accurately assessing the situation, Sergeant
Lynch provided his commander with information which subsequently proved
essential to the unit’s successful actions. Observing three wounded comrades
lying exposed to enemy fire, Sergeant Zynch dashed across fifty meters of open
ground through a withering hail of enemy fire to administer aid. Reconnoitering
8 nearby trench for o covered position to protect the wounded from intense
hostile fire, he killed two enemy soldiers at pointblank range. With the trench
cleared, he unhesitatingly returned to the fire-swept area three times to carry
the wounded men to safety. When his company was forced to withdraw by the
superior firepower of the enemy, Sergeant Lynch remained to aid his comrades
at the risk of his own life rather than abandon them. Alone, he defended his
isolated position for two hours against the advancing enemy. Using only his
rifle and e grenads, he stopped them just short of his trench, killing five. Again
disregarding his own safety in the face of withering hostile fire, he crossed
seventy meters of exposed terrain five times to carry his wounded comrades to

ﬁ a more secure area. Once he had assured their comfort and safety, Sergeant f
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Lynch located the counterattacking friendly company to assist in directing
the attack and evacuating the three casualties. By his conspicuous gallantry at
the risk of his own life in the highest traditions of the military service, Sergeant
Lynch has reflected great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry and the United
States Army. (This award supersedes the Distinguished Service Cross awarded
to Sergeant Zynch for extraordinary heroism on 15 December 1967, as an-
nounced in United States Army, Vietnam, General! Orders Number 1090, 1969.)
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
General, United States Army,
Official : Chief of Staff.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The ddjutant General.

Distribution:
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12—¢ requirements.
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SIXTH ENDORSEMENT on DA Form 638 of 20 October 1968
From: Commander in Chief Pacific

To: Secretary »f the Army

Via: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Subj: Medal of Honor; recommendation for Award of, case of
Sergeant Allen J. LYNCH, USA

1. Readdressed and forwarded concurring in COMUSMACYV's
recommendation that the Medal of Honor be awarded to Sergeant
LYNCH.

JONIN @ Tt
JOREN S McCAIN, Ir,

Copy to:
COMUSMACY

8 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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GPAG-PA Lynch, Allen J. lst Ind
(4 May 69)
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of’Honor

o

{ \
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 . , WM

TO: The Adjutant General, ATTN: AGPB-AB, Department of the
Ar.ny, Washington, D. C, 20310

Recommend approval of award of the Medal of Honor.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

| Incl MICHAEL S. DAVISON
nc o Lieutenant General, USA
7 Deputy Commander in Chief
Copy furnished:
MUSMACY
ATTN: MACAG-PD

APO ;6222
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AYBAAG-AY LIRCH, Bllem Y. 24 Imd
o {20 amg §8)
SUBTECY: Dessmpeniatien feor Award of the ¥edsl eof Homer.
» 19T CAYALREY DIVISION [AITWOBILE], ‘ﬁwﬁﬁ?ﬂ

w: m a’?‘m IT Pleld Foree Vietmam, ATTH: AVPE

) O mwn:amm.::numotmmm
roviewsd ¥y the lst Cavalry Divieien [Airmebile] Averds and Tee-
svations Reavd, whish peseemended sppreval of the sward.

2. Towmpend PP _nmummamuxm
£33en J. Lyned, 05 mmmm

3. Pewrsemmel data hawe m mnu. This reconmendation is
2ot in comdvavention with iR 600-31.

12 Inel . GEORGE 1. PORSYTHED

ne Kun GZenarasl, UEA
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AVEAG-FR LYMGH, Allen J. 4th M

SRIMCT: MM!»AM

NEADQUAATERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO “315 @ APR 1969

TO: m:. Uaited .uu umluy Assistance Comamasd, Vietmam,
APO %212

1. Resemmmend approval.
3. Savgem mmwwnpzm
nivepility, ot the rish of his life, shove and beyend the call of
daby. mmummmmnmmm
aﬂdd‘eruﬁucmn :

|SIGNED|-

11 Ingl , FRAMK T, MILBREN
Added ) Insl ‘Liowtennat Gensral, US Army
4 I11. GO #1090 Awarding . m c-—-n-. General
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AVDABR-CO LWNCH, ALLEN J. 1st Ind
(20 Gctober 1968)
SUBJECT: Recormendation for Award mgppm
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BRIGADE, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE), APO 96490
11 Febrmuary 1969
T0: Commanding General, ist Cav Div (AM), ATTN: AVDAAG-AD, APO 96490
LI Recommend approval.
/ / Recommend disapproval.
/ 7 Re~ormend upgrade to:

[/ PReucrnond downgrade to:

Gt st

1 Incl ROBERT J.
R»e Colonel, Armor
Commanding

‘FQ UAV FL 109 (1st Bde) Revised 1 Oct 68, All Previous Editions are Obsolete
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Sergeant Allen J. Lynch, Company D, 1st Battalion,

12th Cawvalry performed three acts of exemplary valor and §erscmal
heroiem on 15 December, 1967 near the village of My in (2), South

Yietnam. His unit (Company D) had been directed to move to the west

of the village and serve aa a blocking force whide another unit
(Company C) was to sweep through the village from the southeast.
As D Corpany, with Sergeant ILynch's 2D Platoon leading, moved
toward the position area it was to ocoupy, it came under heavy,
intense autamatic weapons snd recoilless rifle fire. Sexgeant
Lynch, a Flatoon Radic Telephone Operator, was well forwerd in the
pkotoon formation and, as & result, immediately recognised the
tactical significance of this heavy f£3re and accurately and expe
ditiously reported a description to the Company Commandere. The
informatiom from thie report provided a basis for both the Com~
pany and the Battaliont!s subsequent succesaful actions. Having
made this report, Sergeant then moved forward with his PIatoon
Leader, Lieutenant Southerland. They observed three wounded
soldiers lying in an area exposed to and recieving enemy fire.
They moved to assist these soldiorse Lieutenant Southerland was
struck and killed by the heavy enemy fire. Undaunted, Sorgeant
Iynch moved quickly through the fire to aid the wounded. He se-
lected a nearby trench as being the best place to move them and
noved the recaxgoiter ite He found it occupied by the ememy and
killed the ococupants a point-blank range. Still under fire, he
then returned to the wounded and moved them individually to the
trench where he treated their wounds and simul tanecusly single
handedly defended them —= killing several more enemy both at close
mnge and in hand-to-hand combate. The wnit made several attempts
to reach and assist Sexrgeant Lynch. For several hours, Sergeant
Lynoh oantinued to care for the wounded soldiers and repulsed
repeated enemy efforts to kill or capture him. An inspection of
the tremch occupied by Sergeant Lynch after the fight revealed

8 enemy deads all of them . &ther at or within a few feet of
Sergeant Lynch's pesition.

The Company and the Battalion continued to pound the enemy defen-
sive positions with artillery, helicopter rocket and close air
support fires proir to laumnching an assanlte Sexrgeant recognized
the significance of this fire and positioned the wounded in the
trench so as to better protect them. While doing so, he once
again repeatedly exposed himgelf to both the enemy and the high
volum of friendely fires. When the preparatory friendly fires
shifted prior to the assault, he carried the wounded men ome at
a time towaxrd friendly positions, msking three trips across T5
meters of fire-swept area to a more secure position. He then
moved to meet the advancing friendly forces and led them to the
location of the wounded men. He then joined the attacking force.
His actions resulted in saving the lives of three wounded soldiers
and the death of at least 10 enemy soldiers. Additionally, his
early, rapid and accurate assessment of the enemy situation
enabled the Battalion to succesafully destroy most of the enemy
22D NVA Regiment.

/s/Daniel W. French
/t/DANIEL W. FRENCH
L.TC, Axmor
Commanding
A TRUE COPY '_
/'\ /.
THOMAS W. KJO
m' Infantry
Lizison Officex
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Un 15 December 1967 near the viliage of My an (2) in the Republic
of Vietnam, Sergeunt Allen J. Lynch distinguishued himself while in
contact with a hostile force, by action above and beyond the czll of
dutye The Company had the mission of setting up a blocking force but
received word that one of the other cowpenios were in heavy contact.
We moved toward the village, slmost immediat2ly wae begun receiving
sniper and automatic weapons fire, The point plutoon took the
majority of the casualties inflicted by the withering enony fire.

Sgt Lynch was serving as radio telephone operator for the sacunmd
pli.toon when he saw three of his comrades fall about 50 meters to

-his front. Dropping his radio ..nd showing total disregnrd for his own
safety and life he dashed across the 50 meters of opan ground to aid
his fulien comrudes, Upon reaching the wcunded men he pulled them in
a trench the snemy was occupying, thus getting them out of the ensmy
fire, Sgt lLynch aided and cowfort:d the wourded as best ha could,
Savernl attewpts were made by the enemy to eliminate this courzgeous
group of men but 3gt Lynchs accurate rifle fire rupelled these at-
tenpts and resulted in three enemy KIu.. 4Aerial Hocket artillery and
air stri.es werz called in to silence the enemy, miny of them felling
only 100 meters from Sgt Iynch and his comrudes. after the eir strikes
hsd ceased Sgt Lynch begun to pull each mun to a safe position. Aafter
ensuring the men would be all right he returned to the Compauny where:
he obtained vocluntcers to help bring the wounded buck to the evacuation
area. Sergeant Allen J., Lynchs galluntry and intrepidity at the risk
of his life abovs and. beyond the éull of duty are in keeping with the
highest traditions of the milita rvice and ref out cT
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STATEMERNT

On 15 December 1967 near the villuge of My an (2) in the Republic
of Vietnam Sergeant allen J, lynch uistinguished him3elf while in cua~
tact with an armed enemy force, by action abuve and beyund the call of
dutys On this date the Compuny had the missicn ¢f setting up & blocking
force on tha swuth uf the villuge. We raceived word that cne of the
conpanies participating in this mission wure 1n heavy cuntect. we left
our positiun &émd woved tuward the village. almust inmediataly we bogun
receivipng sniper =nd autcmutic weupuns fire, The puint :lzuents of the
Company tock the brunt of the withering fire, suffaring sevoral c. zualties,
SJergeant Lynch was serving as rudic %slephine cperater fur nis plutuune
The fire began tu increcwe, pinning duewn the point plutivns. Sergeant
lynch saw threa cf his cunrades fall about 50 meters uway wnt dushed
zcrogs the open arca to tne trench line the enery was vceupying, hs2
with total dAisregard fur his c¢wn safety he left the trench tu pull each
of his ccnrides into the +tronch and safety. He edministered firut aud
and comfcrted the men &9 best he could. All attenpts t. reach bia npd
failed bacause .f the in%ensity of the enemy fire, Szt Lynch thsa Lougnt
valiuntly tc save his comrades by killing three ¢f the enary whc had at-
tecpteod tc eliminate his positicn., Air strikes end areiul rocket ~riiilary
were then called in, many of the munds hitting cnly 100 meters frci his
poaitivn, sfter the air strikes had ceased, Sgt ILynch pullad the men
back tc a sufe positicn near the Compuny. Near exhaustion anmd over cume
by emotion, Sgt Lynch dashed to the Ccmpany tc get stretchers for the
.w.unded suldiers and then returned with the volunteers tc ha2lp bring the

‘woundad backe Sergeant 2llan J.- qynahs*gailznt:y"*nﬁ-zntr:pzdxty ab the ——-

risk of his 1life abuve am: beycnd the cull of duty are in keeping with
the highest treditiuns of the military service and refluct great credit

T oﬁhﬁﬁ%tgms/}ﬁ??/‘/‘//////////////// 7 // i/

s . A";‘ L and
'5" [-4
SOT 10‘[6{11 H. num)‘/

Co D, 1/12th Cav
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On 15 Docember 1967 while serving with Delta Cumpany, 1lst Battalicn
12th Cavalry, Sergeant asllen Je. Lynch distinguished himself when the
conpany cume under heavy enemy fire. Sgt Lynch, radio teleph.ne cpera-
tor for his platoun, was with the pcint element. When they crme under
fire .the point element was pimued down far aheaa of the rest of tue
Company. 4S8 anemy fire increessd there were casualties taken. When
Sgt Lynch saw three of his comrudes fall about 50 neters =way he dashed
through cpen terruln to give aid tc the w.unded mens «8 the fighting
ccntimed mest cf the puint element was able tu pull back. ugt Lynch
chose to stay and «ive as much aid and comfort to the wounded as possible,
The enemy fire ~gain inereased amc the Company was told to pull back.
Still Sgt Iynch chose to stey and try und get the wounded cute &fter
the Cumpuny had pulled back mumercus air strikes were cslled in. 4180
there was a cuntimious artillery bowbarunment. . After about three hours
of this all hope was about abcndun fcr Sgt Lynch amu his wounded coumradas.
4s a 9=arch party was organized Sgt Iynch cume walking intc tae periueter,
3gt Lynch, without regard tc his own life cr safety, had stayed deep in
eneryy torritoxry und endured hardship unknown to post wen. He had given
as mach aid and cunfirt us possible t¢ the weunied. BEven though ex-
haust: an! over cvme by emotivn, 8gt Iynch had carried the wwunded
back fren the dunger srea. The wiunied were rocuvered and meke it
alright thanks tc the bravery of Sgt Lynch. Many tinmes during the day
3gt Lynch hacd risked his lifc for others, His gallentry unc bravery
roflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States arny ///

/11117111, /////////////////51'ID o bTaTl‘!ﬂslNT////////////////////////////
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SGT BaiRY D. BREWER
Co Dy 1/12th Cav
b Squad Leader
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On 15 Decempber 1967 while serving as his platoun radio telepnone
operator sergeant allen J. Lynch without regixrd for his own sufety
ran across zn open area of fifty meters, while under heavy enemy fire
to aid threes of his wounded comrades., After reaching the wuunded, and
all attempts to ro.ch him and the wounded failed, 5gt Lynch chose to
stay with his comradaes. Ssveral rore attempts were made to reach him
but all failed. The Company Commander ordered him to pull back but he
refused. The Company pulled back, again Sgt ILynch choose to stay until
the woundad wers !icd Bvaced. Sgt Lynch stayed with them for thrse hours
during which time numerous air strikes and artillery barrages were called
in, many of them f£i.1ling only 100 meters from 5gt Lynch's position. Whide
with his comrades Sgt Iynch fought u one man battle resulting in thres enamy
KIA. ‘“hen tha air strikes were over, Sgt lynch carried the woundad men as
far as he could, «nd then mude way to the Compi.ny to get help in bringing
ths wounded back in. gt allen J. Lynch's actions are in ke:ping with the
highest trnditions of the militury service and reflect grect credit upo

I e s ) /////////////////////////
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WIL LM B. GUdGEs  «~
SGT 85 Co D, 1/12th Cav
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STATSKENT

Sergeant Allen J. lLynch, radic telephune cperatl
plat.cn, Cumpany D, 18t Battalion, 12th Cavalry sh 8at c.urage,
1l yalty, and devcticn to duty. un December 15, 1967 the C.mpany was
noving intc the village of My An (2) when we started receiving heavy
sniper fire. The point platcen tovk the majority of the cusualties.,
Sgt Lynch seeing thr:e of his wounded ccmrades fall, went tc their
aid iumediately., Withcut regard for his cwn sufety, he dashed acrouss
an vpen area and pulled cach man tu the safaty ¢f a near by trench.
He administored first aid t¢ the wiunded men and tried tc c.mfurt them
the best he c.uld., Attempts were made by the enemy several times to
reach this ciurageocus grcup of scli.iers., Buch time they were beat Jff
by Segt lynch's accurate fire. Several auttenpts werc muue tc raescue
Sgt Lynch and the weunded but fziled because uf the intensity of enewy
fire. Finally the Ccmpany had tc pull back. air strikes were cslled
in and artillery pounded the area 100 meters frum whece Sgt Iynch and
his wuunded ccnrudes lay, after the uir strikes and artillery ceaswed,
3gt Iynch mude severul trips and helped the w.undted men tu a safer
p-8ition, He then returned to the Coumpany to get help tu bring the
w.unded men the list fow meters. Sgt Lynch then returned with these
men to bring the wounded back., dergeant nllan Je Iyncha Cuuragu and
devoticn to duty rnflect eat credit u
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Sergeant Lynch goes to the sid of
. his wounded comradess
Point A to Point B

ETTw
_:‘% Q\
"y
. |
/ o
. _ / |
w0 . . N
1152 hrse .
3 X
Sergeant Lynch assanlits and X
clears enemy positiom. : K

loiz+ C

TN ——_ -

1Lt., Ifantry IR U I AT
Yore, 7 ~ Platoon Leader Nearest Friendly Lines %
4 compm D ™ NN




| Agssie |
[5s ot} M

1@:1_13-?@"““
— o fosRen miE sy |

—_ /(——--o--—-—-)-\

MAP #4
1155 hrs.
Seargeant Lynch mekes three
trigs point G to B and back
tc move three wounded soldiers

1200-530 hrs,

Scargeant Lynch gapells Topee
attacks on his positfon,
point €, as nmmerogs
attempta to refieve {ail
at point D. Pnal ab
priér to forced witie .
draesl of friendly firogs
results in egmored

recoiless piflo firg,
paint D!

MAP #6
1630 hrs.
- Sgt Lynch makes three trips
. from point:@ to pbint D carrying
bach of the .wovmlsd following
air strikca efid artillary

preperatory fires. /
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O OSHIIRT OF IBCCGEAIIDAVICE WOR AJARD O wiLI iDL, OF ZIOITOR:

afme: Allen J, Limel

tua ot Uie o jon: DRedio-tele homné operater, Specialist Four, U.S. Ly,

szotion &b tine of Action: Comeny D, lst Sattalion (lirmobile), 12th |
savalrr, lst Javalry Division (Airmobile),

Next of Tm:  ir. Loroy J. Tynch (Father)

Captain Donald i, Orsini - Distinguished Zervice iross
X Roy Z. Souther’and - Cilver Jtar (vosthumous)
dergeant illiam L, Gorges - Jilver Stur

Serpzeant Dudolyh H., Ford - Silver Star

conditions under vhich act perforped:
Location: il An (2), Diah Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnan,
Date: 15 December 1567 '

Terrain: Iarge village surroundad by rice paddies and mmuall, muuerous,
heavily growm lhedgerows restricting visibility conmsidercbly.

Westher: Clear and warm.

ineny uitvation: IEneny force octeeeds a Dettalion in size, e is well
oquirned with RecoillessRiflos, light and heavy nechine gune, end ammnition.
23 »osition in cerefilly chosen and heavily fortified. Intent seens to be to .
dalend In place. Inauy morele iu extremely high.

Friendl oitvation: lorele igh followving brief stand dowm. xtremely
wdor atrength (C5 infantryumen). - o .

arrative deucyi-td > rgilant conduct:

Sorgeant .5 (taen SP4) Allen J. ILynch, United Stctes Army, dfetinguished
aimeelf by conspicuous pallantry ond intre:idity at the riak of "ife above and
beyond tiig call of duty in action againut ¢ hosiile force in ae lepublic of Vietnam
vhile sorving ag a ladio ‘“Welezhone Operctor tith Capany D, lat I, 12ta Javalry,
1ot Cavalry Division (Airmobile). Gompany D,.as: roaching the objoctive from the
Soutiweat, vas engaged by cn enamy force consisting of elauents of the 224 Vi
asginent at approxiuately 11:45 hours. The enamy had strengia in excess of a bete
talion, and vas Initially azble to enguge tho ontirety of Campany D and maintain

fire superiority. A punber of Iriendly casualtios were talken irmediately. 13ith

the forwverd olauente of the campany Sgt Allen J, Tynch, R.1U.0. for the secomd pla-
toon, observed -threc wounded courades well forwerd o the friendly lines., Real- _
iging their noed for assistance, he exposed himself to cnemy :iire and deshed across.
50 actors of opon ground to thelr aid. Ignoring intense enamy f{ire, he Loved to a
roeorby trench. Finding the tronch-onomy occupied, he used his [&16 riflo to si-
loaco the position by killing two enemy soldlers. Retwrning to the woundoed, he
uovod each one of them to the cover of the enemy »osition he had just cleared.

Sgt Ignch proceeded to give aid end comfort to his three wounded comrades, Janse~

 ing on a mmbor of occasions to repulse onary attacks on his position. In the

;\"'f " ; D

orocoss, he killed at loast five enamy soldiors. During the following tlhree hours
that Jompeny D remained in contact with tho enemy, nuorous attempia vare natle %o
reliove the beleaguered nooiticn., Due to the strensih of the eneny positions sur-
rounding Sgt Iynoh and his comrades, a'l attempts failed, with the enemy rounding
oizht and I1%ing ono of tho nembars of the relfef forces in addition to disabling
onc irnored arsonnel Carrier with recoillese riflo fire. Over three hours after
the action had begun, Somrany D was forced to withdroy, standening gt Iynch and
hls comrados in tho midel of the cnemy., In the following two hour period, Sgt
Lonch contimed to defend his mmnil josition against rapestad enaxyy attampta to
dislocge nim, He ropallad all cliiockers vith the desperate but accurato fire of

2.3 I.'ﬁ’le, ¢ a further toll.of emery killod and wounded. In the two hour ner-
iod Irmediatoly following Uhe rithdrewcl of Company D, the contact area vas sai-

urated by artillery and air sirikes. . hon tho friendly air striles onded, Sgt
Ioneh, ﬂthtoow;:l.ete cisreperd Jor iis own safety, agmin axyosed himself to tho
enary- £ire to ocarry tio threg wounded ncpn to cover. Tho distance to %l latively
- 0 sary B BB ST o Mstance to tie rolativel;
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A WA i TYATION
SERGEANT LYNCH DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND INTREPIDITY AT
THE RISK OF LIFE ABOVE AND BEYOND THE GALL OF DUTY ON 15 DECEMBER 1967 -WHILE
SERVING AS A RADIO TELEPHONE OPERATOR WITH COMPANY D, 1ST BATTALION (AIRMOBILE),
12TH CAVALRY, 1ST CAVAIRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE), IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.
WHILE SERVING IN THE FORWARD ELEMENT ON AN OPERATION IN BINH DINH PROVINCE, HIS
UNIT BECAME HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH A NUMERICALLY SUPERIOR ENEMY FORCE. QUICKLY AND
ACCURATELY ASSESSING THE SITUATION, HE PROVIDED THE COMPANY COMMANDER WITH INFORMATION
WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY PROVED ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESSFUL ACTION BY THE UNIT. .UPON OBSERVING
THREE WOUXDED COMRADES LYING EXPOSED TO ENEMY FIRE, SERGEANT LYNCH DASHED ACROSS
FIFTY METERS OF OPEN GROUND THROUCH A WITHERING HATL OF ENEMY FIRE TO ADMINISTER AID.
BECAUSE OF THE INTENSITY OF THE HOSTILE FIRE, HE RAN TO A NEARBY TRENCH WHICH HE
INTENDED TO USE AS COVER FOR HIS COMRADES BUT FOUND IT OCCUPIED BY TWO ENEMY SOLDIERS,
WHOM HE PROMPTLY ELIMINATED WITH HIS RIFLE. WITH THE TRENCH CLEARED, HE RETURNED
10 THE EXPOSED AREA AND THREE TIMES BRAVED THE DEVASTATING HAIL OF ENEMY FIRE TO CARRY
THE WOUNDED MEN TO THE SAFETY OF THE TRENCH. AS THE COMPANY WITHDREW BEFORE THE
SUPERIOR FIREPOWER OF THE ENEMY, SERGEANT LYNCH REMAINED FORWARD AMONG THE ATTACKING
ENEMY AND CONTINUED TO ADMINISTER AID TO THE WOUNDED RATHER THAN ABANDON THEM AS HIS
COMPANY COMMANDER HAD CRDERED. WITH REINFR CEMENTS, INCLUDING AN ARMORED FERSONNEL
CARRIER, UNABLE TO REACH HIM, HE WAS FORCED TO DEFEND HIS TSOLATED POSITION AGAINST
THE ADVANCING ENEMY ALONE. ON ONE OCCASION, USING ONLY HIS RIFLE AND A GRENADE, HE
STOFPED THEIR ADVANCE JUST SHORT OF HIS TRENCH, KILLING FIVE ENEMY SOLDIIRS. BECAUSE
OF HIS DETERMINED RESISTANCE, WHICH AT TIMES INVOLVED HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT, HE VWAS
ABLE TO HOID HIS POSITION SINGLE-HANDEDLY FOR THREE HOURS UNTIL FRIENDLY FORCES
BEGAN ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES PREPARATORY TO A COUNTERATTACK. REALIZING THE IN-
CREASED DANGER TO HIS COMRADES FROM THIS FRIENDLY FIRE, HE POSITIONED THEM CAREFULLY

WITHIN THE TRENCH. WHEN THE ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES ENDED TWO HOURS IATER, SERGEANT

S~
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LINCH, DISREGARDING HIS OWN SAFETY, AGAIN EXPOSED HIMSELF TO THE ENEMY FIRE WHILE
FIVE TIMES CROSSING SEVENTY METERS OF EXPOSED TERRAIN TO CARRY HIS WOUNDED COMRADES
TO A MRE SECURE AREA. ONCE HE HAD SEEN TO THE WOUNDED MEN'S COMFORT AND SAFETY,

HE AGAIN EXPOSED HIMSELF TO THE HOSTILE FIRE TO LOCATE THE WITHDRAWN FRIENDLY COMPANY.
AFTER RE;JOINING HIS UNIT, HE RETURNED TO THE FRONT AND ASSISTED IN DIRECTING THE
ATTACK AND EVACUATING THE THREE CASUALTIES. SERGEANT LYNCH'S GALLANTRY IN THE

FACE OF IMMINENT DANGER AND PERSEVERENCE ON THE BEHALF OF HIS WOUNDED COMRADES WERE
IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST. TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND‘REF:IEC'I‘ GREAT

CREDIT UPON HIMSELF, HIS UNIT AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY.
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secure area was approximately seventy meters. Thinking only of.the welfare

of hio comrades, Sgt Lynch traversed this dangerous terrain on three separate
occgsions to acoomplish his voluntary mission. Once he had seen to the wounded
men's comfort and security, Sgt Lynch again exposed himself to the hostile fire
to locate the vithdrawvn Company'D. After rejoining his company, he went to

the front once wmore and aseisted in the direction. of the attack and the e~
vacuation of his three wounded comrades. Sgt Lynch's gallantry in the face of
death and perseverence on behalf of his wounded comrades was an inspiration to
all concérned and is in keeping with the highest traditioms of the military
service, His actions hring great credit upon himgelf, his unit, and the

. United States Am .




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96375

GENERAL ORDERS ' 31 March 1969
NUMBER 1090

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is ahnounced.

LYNCH, ALLEN J SSAN NVAL SERGEANT United

States Army, Company D, 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 12th Cavalry,

1st Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), APO 96490

Awarded: Distinguished Service Cross

Date action: 15 December 1967

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Reason: For extraordinary heroism in connection with military oper-
ations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the
Republic of Vietnam: Sergeant Lynch distinguished himself
by exceptionally valorous actions on 15 December 1967 while
serving as a telephone operator with the lead platoon of his

company during a mission in Binh Dinh Province. When con-

tact was made with a numerically superior North Vietnamese
Army force, Sergeant Lynch quickly radioed vital informa-
tion to his company commander and moved forward with his
platoon leader. They spotted three wounded comrades lying
exposed to the enemy fusillade and advanced to rescue them,
but the platoon leader was killed by the intense hostile fire.

Sergeant Lynch decided to bring the wounded men to the safety
of a nearby trench and, finding it occupied by two North Viet-

name se soldiers, killed them both with a burst of rifle fire.
He then carried the casualties to the trench, making three
trips through a hail of bullets. As his company withdrew
before the communists' superior fire power, Sergeant Lynch
remained among the attacking enemy, administering aid to
his comrades and killing five more North Vietnamese who
assaulted his position. When artillery and air strikes ended
several hours later, he went five times across seventy me-
ters of exposed terrain to carry the casualties to a more
secure area. After locating his company, he returned with
volunteers and stretchers, successfully extracting the three
injured men. Sergeant Lynch's extraordinary heroism and
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself,
his unit, and the United States Army.
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GENERAL ORDERS NUMBER 1090, dated 31 March 1969, DA,
Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco

96375 (Cont)

Authority: By direction of the President, under the provisions of the
Act of Congress, approved 25 July 1963,

FOR THE COMMANDER:
LEO B, JONES

Major General, US Army
Chief of Staff

ED VvV, HENDREN, JR,
Colonel, AGC
Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
5 - Each unit concerned
2 - AVHGA
1 - AVHIG
1 - AVHIO : , A
1 - AVHAG-A :
1 - AVHAG-AR e

30 - AVHAG-PD

6 - CINCUSARPAC
1 - Il Field Force Vietnam

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION:

2 - USA Pers Svc Support Center,
ATTN: AGPE-F, Fort Benjamin
Harrison, Indiana 46249

1 - TAGO, DA ATTN: AGPB-A
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(AR 340-15) o T
REFERENCE OR.OFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT .
MACAG-PD | - Recommendation for Award
/' P
XX THRU . s ‘ FrRoM  AG DATE CMT 1

TO CofS. - 4 MAJ Vinton/gmm/2274

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACYV on the forwarding indorsement at
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B.

2. DISCUSSION.

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor to Sergeant
Allen J. Lynch, RA16812051, United States Army.

b. The recommendation has been reviewed by the Awards and Decorations Board,
this headquarters, and the proposed indorsement is in accord with the recom-
mendation of the Board, which was concurred in by the ACofS, J1 (Tab C).

c. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows:

CO, 1st Bde, 1st Cav Div (Airmobile) MH
CG, st Cav Div (Airmobile) MH
CG, IOFFV MH
Deputy CG, USARV MH

d. The Deputy Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam has approved
the Distinguished Seryice Cross as an interim award.

3. RECOMMENDATION. That indorsement at Tab A be signed by COMUSMACYV and
correspondence returned to this office for dispatch.

Ol

3 Incl T. B. MANCINELLI
as _ LTC, USA
Adjutant General

DA FORM M REPLACES DD FORM 96, EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WILL BE
1 FEB 62 ISSUED AND USED UNTIL 1 FEB 63 UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED.  U.S- SOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963 0—707-911






